Is Radon a Real Problem?
Radon results give reason to test
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Surgeon General
of the United
States Health
Advisory:
“Indoor radon gas
is a national health
problem. Radon
causes thousands of
deaths each year.
Millions of homes
have elevated radon
levels. Most homes
should be tested for
radon. When elevated levels are confirmed, the problem
should be corrected.”

Radon is a natural, tasteless, odorless,
colorless, radioactive gas produced from the
decay of uranium found in nearly all soils.
Radon gas moves from the ground under
and around your home through cracks and
other holes in the foundation. Nearly one
out of every 15 homes in the U.S. is estimated to have elevated radon levels. The
only way to know the radon level in your
home is to test.
Radon testing results in Kansas show there
is a need for more testing. Current data
indicates that one in four houses in Kansas
may have elevated levels. In some counties
this rate may be higher.
Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer
among nonsmokers. Given the increased
potential for lung cancer the radon hazard
brings, Kansans should be asking themselves, “Have we tested our home yet?”
Nationally, radon contributes to about
21,000 deaths per year from lung cancer.
The risk of developing lung cancer increases
as the concentration and length of exposure
to radon increases. Many scientists believe
children may run an even greater risk from
radon exposure than adults, and smokers are
definitely at greater risk than nonsmokers.
The Surgeon General’s Office, the American
Lung Association, the American Medical Association, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognize that indoor
radon constitutes a substantial health risk.
They have publicly advised that all homes
be tested.
Kansas has adopted legislation related to
radon, contained in K.S.A. 58-3078a. As of
July 1, 2009, all residential real property
contracts in the state of Kansas will require
the insertion of the following statement
related to radon:

‘‘Every buyer of residential real
property is notified that the
property may present exposure to dangerous concentrations of indoor radon gas that
may place occupants at risk
of developing radon-induced
lung cancer. Radon, a classA human carcinogen, is the
leading cause of lung cancer
in non-smokers and the second
leading cause overall. Kansas
law requires sellers to disclose
any information known to
the seller that shows elevated
concentrations of radon gas in
residential real property. The
Kansas department of health
and environment recommends
all home-buyers have an indoor
radon test performed prior to
purchasing or taking occupancy
of residential real property.
All testing for radon should
be conducted by a radon measurement technician. Elevated
radon concentrations can be
easily reduced by a radon
mitigation technician. For additional information go to
www.kansasradonprogram.org.”
Kansas has also adopted legislation, contained in the Kansas Radon Certification
Law (K.S.A. 2010 Supp 48-16a01 through
48-16a12). As of July 1, 2011, all professional radon contractors and laboratories
operating in Kansas must obtain certifica-
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tion through the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment (KDHE). The three
categories of certification are measurement,
mitigation, or radon laboratory. You can obtain a list of Kansas certified radon professionals at www.kansasradonprogram.org.

Test
your
home!

Notice of nondiscrimination

Kansas State University is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of race, sex, national
origin, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, or other nonmerit reasons, in admissions,
educational programs or activities and employment
(including employment of disabled veterans and
veterans of the Vietnam Era), as required by applicable laws and regulations. Responsibility for
coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of
inquiries concerning Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, has been
delegated to Clyde Howard, Director of Affirmative
Action, Kansas State University, 214 Anderson Hall,
Manhattan, KS 66506-0124, (Phone) 785-532-6220;
(TTY) 785-532-4807.

Currently, the Kansas Radon Program’s
database of radon tests conducted in Kansas
has greater than 50,000 measurements. The
average observed residential radon test in
Kansas is currently 4.8 pCi/L, or in excess
of the EPA’s action level of 4.0 pCi/L. The
maximum reported radon value in Kansas to
date is 260 pCi/L.
One reason a larger percentage of homes
have been tested in urban areas is because
most relocation companies require testing before they handle a property. Many
corporations use relocation companies to
purchase homes of transferred employees,
allowing them to move more quickly.
Potential liability concerns have led these
companies to require radon testing before
purchasing the property. If a radon test result is equal to or higher than 4 picocuries
per liter (pCi/l), the relocation company

requires radon reduction work be done and a
retest to confirm lowered radon levels.
Some trends are starting to become evident in Johnson County where, according
to private testing firms, 30 percent, and in
some communities 50 percent, of the homes
tested have levels of more than 4 picocuries
per liter. A few homes have produced shortterm test results in excess of 100 picocuries
per liter. Radon statistics for each Kansas
county are available on www.kansasradonprogram.org.
Typical radon levels in outdoor air range
from 0.2 to almost 1 pCi/l. The average indoor level is 1.3 pCi/l. 4 pCi/l is the EPA’s
recommended action level.
Radon is an environmental health hazard
that you can act against. Why ignore it?
Why not remove all doubt? Test for radon
now.
For more information, call the Kansas Radon
Program at 1-800-693-5343, or visit our
Web site at
http://www.kansasradonprogram.org.

